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AN   ADDRESS, 

DELIVERED 

ON  THE  FOURTH  OF  JUI.7,  1835, 

AT  AN  ANTI-iriASOIVIC  CEIiEBRATION  OF  THE 

ANNIVERSARY  OF  AMERICAN   INDEPENDENCE, 

Composed  of  about  3000  substantial  Citizens  of  Pennsylrania,  in  pur- 
suance of  Inritation  given  by  Citizens  of  PITTSBURG,  &c. 

BY  THADDEUS  STEVE J^S,  ESQ. 

OF  ADAMS  COUNTY,  PA. 

Fellow  Citizens: — Much  as  I  have  been  gratified  in  meeting  with 
you  on  this  occasion,  I  would  rather  have  continued  a  silent  listener, 
than  become  an  active  participator  in  youi  exercises.  But  neither  my 
own  feelings,  nor  a  decent  respect  for  custom,  will  permit  me  to  with- 
hold my  grateful  acknowledgement  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  your 
wortjjy  President,  as  well  as  many  individuals  among  you  have  been 
pleased  thus  publicly  to  notice  me. 

Nor  do  I  regret  the  occasion;  for  it  is  pleasant  at  any  time,  and  at  any 
place,  to  meet  with  freemen,  and  freely  and  fearlessly  discuss  the  rights 
of  man  ;  the  best  means  of  preserving  them  during  our  own  lives, 
and  of  transmitting  them  to  those  who  shall  succeed  us,  on  the  stage 
of  action. 

But,  to  me  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  thus  to  meet,  on  the  anniversa- 
ry of  the  birth-day  of  freedom,  at  a  place,  which  protected  by  natural 
barriers  from  foreign  invasion,  seems  destined  by  nature  as  the  last 
refuge  of  liberty; — where,  if  driven  from  the  more  expanded  regions 
of  the  Atlantic,  she  would  find  a  strong  retreat;  and  where,  knowing 
the  determined  character  of  your  people,  I  verily  believe  she  will  fall 
last,  if  destined  finally  to  fall.  In  the  gloomiest  period  of  our  glorious 
revolution;  when  success  had  deserted  the  American  arms,  and  even 
hope  had  almost  fled  from  our  standard — He,  who  stood  foremost  amidst 
that  little  band  of  inflexible  patriots,  who  had  firmly  resolved  to  "con- 
quer liberty  or  welcome  death,"  turned  his  eyes  to  this  side  of  the  Al- 
leghanies,  as  the  safest  ultimate  retreat  of  struggling  freedom.  If, 
more  than  half  a  century  ago,  this  region  of  country,  which  then  con- 
tained but  a  thin  civilized  population,  was  selected  by  the  father  of  his 
country,  as  the  ultimate  guardian  and  preserver  of  equal  rights;  how 
much  more  obviously  would  such  choice  be  justified  now;  when,  not 
only  this  portion  of  our  own  and  adjoining  States,  but  much  of  the  great 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  are  freed  from  the  danger  and  annoyance  of 
savage  fo^s,  and  inhabited  by  a   hardy,  industrious,  intelligent  and 


determined  people? — Situated  between  the  rich  and  commercial  cities 
of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  fertile,  vigorous,  immense  regions  of  the  West. 
If  our  Union  should  hold  together,  and  be  wisely  governed,  you  are  des- 
tined to  rank  among  the  most  populous,  and  most  wealthy  cities  of  this 
gigantic  nation. 

But,  although  you  are  thus  highly  favored  by  your  natural  position, 
both  with  regard  to  your  pecuniary  interests  and  civil  rights,  yet  it 
must  not  be  supposed  that  your  liberty  can  long  be  preserved  without 
the  most  constant  watchfulness  against  domestic  evils  as  well  as  foreign 
foes.  Every  nation  has  hitherto  shown,  and  until  the  nature  of  man 
shall  be  entirely  changed,  will  continue  to  exhibit,  a  strong  tendency  to 
aristocracy  and  despotic  government.  Since  the  first  Arch  Demagogue 
drew  after  him  the  deluded  hosts  of  Heaven,  demagogues  no  less  am- 
bitious, though  far  less  noble,  have  never  been  wanting,  ever  ready  to 
practice  deceptive  and  dangerous  arts  to  steal  away  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  In  this  country,  the  artful  ambition  of  such  men  is  more  to 
be  feared  than  the  hostility  of  all  foreign  nations.  Being  approached 
under  the  guise  of  friendship,  and  saluted  with  a  kiss,  the  confiding 
honesty  of  the  people  often  close  their  eyes  to  the  fatal  dagger  which 
is  drawn  for  their  destruction. 

Of  all  the  ingenious  devices,  ever  invented  by  aspiring  ambition  for 
its  own  aggrandizement;  none  have  been  found  so  sure  and  efficient  as 
secret  affiliated  associations,  whose  outwart  garb  is  the  mantle  of  be- 
nevolence and  charity,  and  whose  real  objects  are  involved  in  impene- 
trable mystery.  Their  specious  character,  and  cherished  secresy  ex- 
cite the  curiosity  of  the  young  and  ardent,  and  their  promises  of  pe- 
cuniary gain,  and  political  preferment  enlist  the  older  and  the  ambi- 
tious. When,  in  addition  to  these,  some  common  bond  of  unionj— 
some  means  of  communication,  invisible,  or  unintelligible  to  others, 
are  concerted  throughout  a  whole  nation,  their  power  becomes  great 
and  dangerous,  in  propoition  to  their  numbers  and  the  evil  principles 
which  they  inculcate.  To  what  a  deplorable  extent  was  illuminism  in 
Germany,  and  Infidelity  and  Jacobinism  in  France,  propagated  through 
such  means!  In  the  latter  country.  Secret  Societies,  inscribed  on 
their  front,  "Liberty" — "Equality" — "  Patriotismj"  while,  under  re- 
publican forms,  they  raised  to  absolute  power  Despots,  whose  bloody, 
heartless  deeds  eclipsed  the  appalling  infamy  of  Tiberius  and  of  Nero. 

Although,  in  ancient  as  well  as  modern  times,  secret,  mysterious 
associations  were  formed  for  selfish,  ambitious,  exclusive  purposes, 
yet  none  were  ever  fabricated  by  such  a  master  hand;  so  admirably 
calculated  to  resist  opposition,  and  finally  to  efi'ectuate  their  own  pur- 
posesj  and  of  such  fatal  and  fearful  import,  as  those  against  which 
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you,  and  other  fearless  patriots  of  this  country,  are  so  nobly  contend- 
ing. Conversing  and  corresponding  in  cabalistic  language,  they  con- 
cealed, while  they  communicated  crime  and  treason  throughout  the 
civilized  world.  They  pretended,  and,  for  a  while,  an  incautious  and 
unsuspecting  worM  believed,  that  they  met,  under  the  dark  curtain  of 
nighl;  guarded  iheir  conclaves  with  a  naked  sword;  expended  their 
time,  their  toil,  and  their  treasure,  in  learning  an  unknown  language, 
merely  that  they  might  cancert  and  mature  deeds  of  charity.  Surely 
charity  must  be  an  exotic,  and  not  a  native  plant,  in  bosom?,  which 
require  such  culture  and  training  to  produce  it!  But,  why  need  we 
use  reason  and  argument  to  prove  that  such  trembling  caution,  such 
shrinking  secrecy  could  denote  nothing  honest:  nothing  honorable] 
Their  mysteries  have  been  revealed;  their  charnel-house  has  been 
broken  open;  their  unhalloived,  selfish,  aristocratic  objects  may  now 
be  read  in  their  impious,  treason-bearing  oaths;  the  importance  to 
themselves  which  they  attached  to  them,  in  the  blasphemous  ceremo- 
nies, and  barbarous,  bloody  penalties  with  which  they  are  guarded: — 
Their  practical  effects  appear  in  systems  of  favoritism;  in  popular  elec- 
tions, and  executive  patronage;  in  perjured  witnesses,  and  jurors,  and 
judges;  in  the  numerous  riots  to  suppress  free  inquiry  and  investiga- 
tion, not  only  in  your  own  highly  favored  city,  but  throughout  the 
country,  which  are  a  foul  blot  on  the  fair  escutcheon  of  this  land  of 
laws:  he,  may,  and  ought  to  be  heard  by  every  American  in  the  cries, 
for  redress  of  the  violated  laws,  which  arise  amidst,  and  above  the 
roaring  cataract  of  the  Niagara. 

But,  I  will  not  wrong  your  patience  by  attempting  to  depict  the 
evils  of  an  institution,  which  it  were  an  insult  to  suppose  you  unac- 
quainted with  now,  when  none  can  be  ignorant  of  them,  who  is  not 
blind,  and  dead  to  the  vital  interests  of  his  country.  But  no  occasion 
should  be  omitted  to  encourage  and  exhort  each  other  to  persevere  in 
an  opposition,  which  has  already  done  so  much,  and  promises  to  do  so 
much  more  for  the  good  of  the  community.  What  else  than  political 
anti masonry  could  have  shut  up  the  thousand  dens  of  blasphemy  and 
unhallowed  cupidity,  which  have  been  closed  in  the  Eastern  and  Mid- 
dle Stales?  What  else  could  have  saved  so  many  thousands  of  our  fel- 
low citizens,  as,  within  the  last  eight  years,  have  escaped  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  hood-wink,  and  the  cable-tow;  the  demoralizing  blasphe- 
my of  the  Burning  Bush,  and  the  soul-tainting  pollution  of  the  fifth 
libation?  Long  ago  had  masonry  been  denounced  in  private  conver- 
sation, from  the  sacred  desk,  and  by  ecclesiastical  tribunals;  but  such 
denunciations  seemed  only  to  inflame  curiosity,  and  increase  tlie  num- 
ber of  its  victims.     Until  it  was  opposed  at  the  polls,  the  number  of 


lodges,  in  this  and  the  adjacent  States,  was  increasing  more  than  twen- 
ty-five per  cent  per  annum.  Now,  they  are  to  be  found  in  operation 
only  in  those  States  and  cities  where  antimasonry  has  been  scarcely  felt; 
or,here  and  there,in  the  country,  among  fool-hardy  and  shameless  bigots! 

But,  although  you  have  prostrated  the  monster,  yet  if  you  suspend 
your  operations,  until  you  have  barred  him  forever  by  legislative  en- 
actments, you  will  not  only  lose  all  your  toil  and  sufferings;  but  far 
better  would  it  have  been  for  you,  personjflly,  had  you  suffered  him 
quietly  to  prey  upon  the  public,  and  never  have  provoked  his  wrath. 
He  will  become  like  the  chafed  and  wounded  tiger,  broken  loose  from 
the  toils.  Those  who  had  excited  will  become  the  first  and  surest 
victims  of  his  relentless  fury.  Such  enactments,  while  they  are  ef- 
fectual, should  be  mild  and  just, — forgetting  the  past,  and  looking  only 
to  the  future ;  but  they  should  be  the  work,  and  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  opponents,  and  not  the  friends^  open  or  disguised,  of  Masonry. 
During  the  last  session  of  your  legislature,  those  very  men,  who,  ever 
since  the  existence  of  antimasonry,  have  reviled  you,  sneered  at  your 
principles,  and  ridiculed  your  exertions  against  secret  oaths,  finding 
the  voice  of  the  people  too  loud  to  be  longer  unheeded,  suddenly  pro- 
fessed to  become  converts  to  our  views,  and  brought  in  a  bill  professed- 
ly to  prohibit  extra  judicial  oaths,  but  in  truth  to  protect  masonry,  by 
blinding  and  deceiving  the  people.  Those  hypocritical  political  quacks 
supposed  they  were  administering  to  your  vigilance  an  opiate  drugged 
with  a  slow  but  certain  poison  to  antimasonry!  For  the  passage  of  an 
effectual  law  for  the  suppression  of  masonry,  you  can  rely  upon  none, 
whatever  may  be  their  professions  who  are  not  politically  antimasons. 

But,  we  are  asked,  would  you  suppress,  by  prohibitory  and  penal 
laws,  an  Institution,  with  its  practices,  of  which  Washington  was  a 
member?  Surely  would  we.  Laws  are  not  made  for  such  men  as 
Washington.  He  was  a  member  of  civil  community ;  and  yet  public 
penal  laws  are  made  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  such  communities.  If 
all  men  were  like  him,  no  civil  laws  would  be  necessary;  you  might 
abolish  your  Judiciary,  >our  police,  and  civil  oflSces;  for  no  violations 
of  public  rights  would  occur.  But  all  men  in  society  are  not  Wash- 
ingtons.     But  few  such  are  found  in  secret  associations. 

But  although  we  should  keep  our  eyes  steadfastly  fixed  on  this  great 
object,  until  its  final  accomplishment,  yet  we  should  not  forget  that 
other  great  and  alarming  dangers  threatens  us.  The  only  means  by 
which  our  present  happy  Union  and  republican  form  of  government 
can  be  perpetuated,  is  by  constantly  inculcating  into  the  minds  of  the 
people,  both  by  precept  and  by  practice,  the  inviolahility  of  the  Con- 
stitution,   Nor  should  any  plea  of  present  or  future  utility,  or  of  neces- 


sity  be  admitted  as  an  excuse  for  its  violation  in  its  Sinallest  point. 
Neither  should  the  eminent  services  of  the  violator,  nor  even  his  puri- 
ty of  intention,  screen  him  from  the  punishment  of  a  jealous  people. 
It  has  been  justly  said,  that  he  who  violates  one  article  of  that  sacred 
charter  to  save  an  army  or  protect  a  city,  inflicts  infinitely  more  inju- 
ry on  the  cause  of  Freedom,  and  the  happiness  of  the  human  race,  than 
the  enemy  who  ravages  your  country  and  burns  your  towns.  Time 
and  prudence  may  re-bund  and  re-people  your  cities.  But  the  consti- 
tution violated,  with  the  approbation  of  the  people,  can  never  be  re- 
paired. However  the  evil  may  be  for  a  while  unseen,  like  the  lurking 
poison  of  canine  madness,  it  will  finally  Lreak  out  with  incurable  de- 
struction. He  who  ventures  to  put  his  judgment  above  the  precepts 
of  the  Constitution,  deserves  like  punishmenl  with  him,  who  put  forth 
his  impious  hand  to  steady  the  Ark  of  the  covenant,  and  was  smitten 
unto  death  by  the  avenging  arm  of  the  Almighty!  Is  it  not  much  to 
be  feared  that  this  sacred  respect  for  the  Constitution  has  been  disre- 
garded by  those  now  in  authority,  and  forgotten  by  the  people?  The 
solemn  adjudications  of  the  Supreme  Judicatory  of  the  Nation  have 
been  questioned,  condemned  and  disregarded  in  Executive  Messages. 
Solemn  treaties  have  been  violated.  These  facts  are  plainly  written 
in  the  blood  of  the  murdered  Tassells!  Your  treasury  has  been  wan- 
tonly seized,  and  its  legal  guardian  spurned  from  office  for  his  stern 
fidelity.  The  enactments  of  Congress  are  null,  if  they  do  not  follow 
the  dictation  of  your  Sovereign.  On  questions  of  mere  policy,  the  ne- 
gative of  one  man  outweighs  the  deliberate  judgment  of  a  majority  of 
the  representatives  of  twelve  millions  of  freemen.  The  policy  and  prac- 
tices of  your  government  for  half  a  century  have  been  demolished  in  a 
single  four  year's  reign.  The  Senate,  that  conservative  power; — that 
exalted  body  of  conscript  Fathers,  is  reduced  to  a  nulity,  and  become 
the  mere  pageantry  of  government.  If  they  dare  be  honest,  and  cen- 
sure usurpation,  the  Tyrant  invades  their  Hall  with  insolent  rebuke. 
If  they  reject  the  nomination  of  his  minions,  he  refuses  to  fill  the  offi- 
ces until  they  separate,  when  he  re-appoints  and  retains  the  rejected 
parasites,  and  thus  he  rules  alone!  Through  his  recognized  organ,  he 
opens  the  flood-gate  of  official  abuse,  and  denunciation  against  the  Ju- 
diciary, the  Senate,  and  every  other  constitutional  power  which  ob- 
structs the  path  of  his  lawless  ambition.  And  what  is  the  most  humil- 
iating and  alarming  of  all,  the  people  cower  beneath  his  imperious  be- 
hests. What  has  changed  the  whole  policy  of  meek  Pennsylvania?  Her 
views  of  the  Tariff — the  Public  Lands — the  Currency — and  the  Su- 
preme Court?  It  is  the  will  of  Jackson  and  the  gold  of  office.  Surely  in- 
sulted and  abused  Pennsylvania  is  like  the  Ass  of  the  Scriptures,  meanly 


crouching  down  between  great  burthens!  Although  in  form,  and  on 
your  statute  books,  you  have  other  branches  of  government,  yet  in 
fact  all  power  is  concentrated  in  one  man.  So  it  has  always  been  with 
republics  verging  to  despotism*  When  Nero's,  bloody  will,  drenched 
Rome  in  tears,  she  had  her  Senate,  and  he,  nominally,  his  colleague. 
So  had  Caligula.  But  he  appointed  him  himself.  To  mock  their  pre- 
tensions to  freedom,  and  deride  a  servile  people,  he  raised  his  horse 
to  consular  dignity,  and  fed  hi-.n  on  gilded  "oats.  Impartial  history 
will  hereafter  record,  that,  in  the  present  day,  less  noble  beasts  were 
raised  to  power,  and  fed  upon  the  people's  gold  !  What  does  such 
power  lack  of  absolute  despotism  but  its  perpetuity?  Even  that 
seems  to  be  supplied.  Failing  of  lineal  legitimate  descendants:  he 
has  appointed  his  Successor  ;  and  all  that  seems  expected  of  the  peo- 
ple, is  to  meanly  bend  the  knee,  and  hail  the  succession.  Mu&t  we 
submit?  Whither  has  the  spirit  of  our  fathers  fled?  Whither  has  fled 
the  proud  spirit  of  the  mighty  signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  which 
we  have  this  day,  heard  read?  They  could  perceive  and  resist  oppres- 
sion, in  the  abstract  assertion  of  lawless  power.  We  will  neither  see 
nor  feel  it  when  openly  assumed  and  exercised  in  the  People's  palace. 
We  still  retain  our  abhorrence  of  fsreign  tyranny,  while  we  kiss  it  at 
home.  Whose  bosom  does  not  heave — whose  blood  does  not  boil 
when  he  reads  the  op[)ression  of  suffering  Poland  !  When  he  sees  the 
Northern  Monster,  with  a  heart  colder  than  his  own  Siberian  ice,  sub- 
jecting the  backs  of  her  gallant  sons  to  the  ignominious  lash  of  Cal- 
muc  Serfs  and  Cossack  Slaves. 

Fellow  Citizens — Reserve  your  sympathy  and  indignation  for  your 
own  country,  and  its  oppressors;  for  if  we  go  on  sanctioning  the  doc- 
trines which  are  nearly  established,  the  hour  is  at  hand,  when  some 
royal  tyrant's  task  master  shall  inflict  the  lash  oh  the  fruit  of  your  own 
loins,  smother  their  aspirations  after  freedom,  and  make  love  of  coun- 
try the  crime  of  his  victims.  Then  nought  will  be  left  us,  but  perpetual 
slavery  or  bloody  revolution.  God  grant  that  that  day  may  be  far 
distant!  But  if  some  future  tyrant  should  arise,  rather  than  this  fair 
land  should  become  his  broad  domain;  and  all  its  frceborn  inhabitants 
iiis  trembling  slavCv'*;  much  as  the  occasion  and  the  necessity  would 
be  regretted,  yet  justice  and  humanity  would  reconcile  us  to  the 
strong  arm  and  stout  heart  of  a  Brutus,  and  the  tragic  scene  of  the 
Ides  of  Aiarch!  Would  to  heaven,  an  Adams,  Otis,  or  Patrick  Henry, 
or  feome  other  all-powerful  apostle  of  liberty  were  permitted  to  revisit 
the  earth,  to  arouse  and  rebuke  their  degenerate  sons,  for  having  so 
«oon  forgotten  the  rich  legacy  left  them  by  the  fathers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, written  in  their  own  precious  blood.     If  I  ever  desired  to  possess 


that  holy  character  (which  I  so  much  lack)  which  is  supposed  to  have 
a  prevailing  influence  at  the  throne  of  all  Power,  it  is  now  that  I 
might  successfully  supplicate  the  Ruler  of  Nations  to  touch  the  men- 
tal vision  of  this  people,  that  they  might  see  their  true  interests — their 
path  of  leal  glory. 

I  am  not  given  to  despondency,  but  I  cannot  feel  that  confidence  in 
the  permanency  of  our  free  institutions  which  so  many  express.  Our 
ruling  politicians — tho^e  who  control  public  opinion — have  "  itching 
palms,"  and  openly  sell  their  influence  for  bribes. 

The  system  of  political  ethics  which  is  openly  avowed  in  one,  and 
plainly  practised  in  many  States,  must,  if  longer  successful,  corrupt 
the  moral  sense  of  the  people,  and  deliver  them  over  amid  the  frag- 
ments  of  a  ruined  constitution,  to  their  plundering  "spoilers."  Look 
at  the  scene  at  present  exhibited  in  Pennsylvania.  Three  candidates 
for  Governor  are  before  the  people  for  their  suSfrages; — two  of  them 
evidently  brought  out  by  rival  gangs  of  office  holders.  Wolf  by  those 
of  the  State,  and  Muhlenberg  by  those  of  the  General  Government. 
This  will  hardly  be  denied.  Show  me  a  United  States  ofllice  holder, 
from  pf»stmaster  to  tidewaiter,  who  is  not  openly  electioneering  for  the 
latter  gentleman.  Indeed  the  people  seem  to  be  treated  as  if  they 
had  duthing  to  do  but  follow  their  file  leaders,  the  ofllice  holders. 
Neither  of  these  men  can  receive  the  support  of  intelligent  patriots. 
Mr.  Wolf  is  a  mason,  fettered  with  all  the  entanglements  of  the  lodge. 
With  many  good  and  personal  qualities  and  good  intentions,  he  has 
fallen  among  thieves.  Elected  by  fraud  andforgeri/f  in  defiance  of 
the  will  of  the  people,  he  has  been  compelled  to  feed  a  swarm  of  har- 
pies, and,  perhaps,  with  but  little  faith  of  his  own,  the  hapless  fate  of 
Actaeon  of  old  awaits  him,  to  be  devoured  by  his  own  hungry  dogs  I 

Muhlenberg  is  the  New  York,  and  not  a  Pennsylvania  candidate- 
The  great  Magician  does  us  the  honor  to  believe  that  Pennsylvania  is 
most  easily  governed  through  her  ignorance.  Fatal  will  it  be  to  our 
future  prospects,  if  his  predictions  should  be  realized. 

Knowledge  is  the  only  foundation  on  which  republics  can  stand. 
Educat  on — Un  veksal  Education,  is  the  lock  of  strength  of  this^ 
young  Siimpson  of  Freedom;  of  which,  if  he  should  be  deprived,  he 
will  struggle  in  vain  to  burst  the  bands  which  will  be  bound  around? 
him  by  the  prostituted  Delilah  of  a  political  priesthood,  and  instead  of 
being  as  heretofore,  a  champion  and  a  judge  in  the  Israel  of  Nations,, 
he  will  find  himself  a  poor  sightless  slave  condemned  to  grind  in  the 
prison  house  of  Tyrants.  Let  those  who  would  govern  mankind 
through  ignorance,  that  engine  of  a  corrupt  and  ambitious  priesthood, 
who  would  make  the  wealthy  aud  proud  Lords  over  us,  and  the  poor 


man's  children  vassals  and  servents  to  do  homage  to  the  rich,  join  the 
sooty  ranks  of  that  Cimmerian  tribe  whose  chieftain's  black  banner 
bears  the  dark  inscription,  '  Muhlenburg  and  no  free  schools.' 

Fellow-citizens — although  I  firmly  believe  that  the  safety  of  our 
country  depends  on  the  success  of  our  principles  and  our  Candidates, 
yet  would  I  not  procure  such  present  success  through  any  but  honest 
and  honorable  means.  Leave  to  others  the  victories  won  through 
perjuries,  frauds  and  forgeries.  The  shouts  of  such  triumphs  are 
the  death-knells  of  our  country.  But  although  we  should  avoid  un- 
worthy means,  yet  should  we  use  unceasing  vigilance.  Even  now, 
success  might  be  snatched  from  the  people. 

Demagogues  are  always  more  active,  and  often  more  skilful  than 
disinterested  patriots.  Vice,  goaded  on  by  a  restless  conscience,  is 
more  vigilant  than  virtue.  "The  sons  of  Mammon  are  wiser  in  their 
generation  than  We."  While  we  are  firm  and  ardent  in  support  of 
our  principles,  we  should  be  just  and  generous.  There  is  no  danger 
that  zeal  in  so  holy  a  cause  will  ever  degenerate  into  persecution. 
We  should  even  be  indulgent  to  those  who,  through  the  arts  of  others, 
are  placed  in  an  uncomfortable  position;  who,  without  knowing  the 
filth  of  the  pool,  plunged  into  the  troubled  waters  of  Masonry.  An 
honest,  though  perhaps  false  pride  prevents  thousands  of  them  from 
publicly  declaring  their  abhorrence  of  its  principles.  Let  no  other 
test  be  required  than  a  cordial  support  of  our  Candidates.  That  will 
be  conclusive  proof  that  they  consider  their  obligations  to  their  coun- 
try superior  to  their  secret  oaths  to  a  foreign  power.  That  is  all  which 
Anti-Masonry  requires.  The  language  of  the  Poet  may  be  applied  to 
politics  with  as  much  propriety  as  to  religion: 

*'  For  modes  of  Faith  let  gracelcts  Zealots  fight, 
His  can't  be  wrong,  whose  heart  is  in  the  right." 

Amidst  all  the  gloom  which  surrounds  us,  we  have  reason  to  hope, 
that  a  way  is  opened  for  the  salvation  of  our  happy  institutions;  and  we 
have  reason  to  congratulate  the  State,  and  thank  your  perseverance,  in 
the  certain  prospect  that  a  large  majority  of  our  fellow  citizens  will 
walk  therein.  Support  that  pure  Patriot,  who  has  ably  and  faithiully 
served  his  country  in  the  Council  and  in  the  Field — who,  when  his  pub- 
lic services  are  not  required,  deems  it  no  degradation  to  labor  with  his 
hands,  cultivate  his  own  Farm,  and  earn  an  honest  living  by  the  sweat 
of  his  brow.  The  inflexible,  incorruptible  Cincinnatus  of  the  West. 
The  unostentatious  FARMER,  whose  bright  ploughshare  will  uproot 
corruption  :  and  judicious,  economical  culture  will  restore  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  WHOLESOME  FRUITS  OF  POLITICAL  HON- 
ESTY AND  OF  PATRIOTISM! 
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